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Student's Understanding of Improvement of Educational Environment

for Teacher Shortage

Hiroshi Arima and Takumi Arima
(Faculty of Engineering, Kindai University,

Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences Hiroshima University)

Abstract
The term "teacher shortage" refers to the situation where the number of teachers assigned to
a school falls short of the number of teachers that are supposed to be assigned to the school
in each municipality. The shortage persists as an unresolved problem, prompting the
implementation of various policies and initiatives. Nevertheless, the perspectives of young
people in the work environment have not been emphasized much in the discussion of the
teacher shortage. In this study, we conducted a survey to college students who are either
aspired or not aspired to teach. The primary objective was to investigate their perceptions of
the working environment of teachers, which is considered to be one of the main causes of the
teacher shortage. The results revealed that regardless of whether or not they aspire to teach,
they consider long working hours to be a problem. In addition, students who were seeking a
teaching position indicated that the amount of training was a problem for them, while those
who were not seeking a teaching position indicated that teaching the students was a problem
for them. Regardless of whether they intended to teach or not, they identified these problems
as in need of improvement in terms of securing time for academic instruction and in terms of
salary. From these results, we inferred that students who intend to teach have an image of
teachers who are responsible for holistic education, including student guidance. Students who
do not intend to teach perceive the tasks of educators as focusing primarily on instructional
guidance, suggesting that they would like to see improvements in the educational

environment for other activities.
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