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The Future of Kindai University’s eSports
Circle Kindai Vproject ...

In the spring of 2022, a completely new
place was born at Kindai University. That
place is the esportsArena in KDIX, where
the Kindai University eSports circle
conducts its main activities. Kindai Times
visited the esports Arena and interviewed
Mr. Horiguchi, a third-year economics
student at Kindai University who serves as
the circle representative.

esports, which treats computer games as
sports, began to spread a few years ago, and
Kindai University’s esports circle was
established in 2016. The esports circle has
been actively holding events with the aim of
becoming an official organization for some
time, and finally got official membership
this year. Currently, there are about three
hundred people in the circle. It is divided by
game genre, into a total of nine divisions
each with a wide range of activities.

When we asked about their future goals,
Mr. Horiguchi said, “Our goal was to
become an official organization, but because
of COVID-19, we were only able to hold a
few offline meetings with junior students.
So, our next challenge is to reestablish
communication networks with all the

esports Arena

Kindai Vproject . .

Kindai Times interviewed Kindai
Vproject on July 19. It is an ACT project led
by a character named Professor Near that
researches and disseminates culture such as
games, anime, and Vtubers.

When it started in 2019, it was struggling
because Vtubers were not well known and it
was only done by students. However, as a
result of continuing to post activities such as
goods development on SNS combined with

Professor Near and members

the spirit of "using love as a weapon" as its
slogan, there are more than 50 participants.
For the time being, Vproject’s goal is to
increase the number of its YouTube channel
subscribers and spread Professor Near's
name recognition. It hoped that Near’s name
will eventually be associated with
“Speaking of Kinki University, Professor
Near” .

During the interview, Mr. Satoshi Fujii,
the deputy director of Vproject, expressed
his expectations for new initiatives such as
collaboration activities and the creation of
new characters as activities that he would
like to work on in the future. Kindai
Vproject 1s expected to grow in the future.
There are many interesting projects on
YouTube, and you can easily watch them, so
why don't you check them out?

member, new and old, in order to sustain the
esports circle.” To Kindai University
students, he said, "If you're even a little bit
interested, we want you to visit us." esports
are going to continue to grow and Kindai
University’s eSports circle will certainly be
a part of this new and exciting sport.

High school students are playing a game
in esports Arena
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Z.ombie Studies
by Professor Takeshi Okamoto ...

On Sunday, August 12, 2022, we visited
Professor Takeshi Okamoto's laboratory on
the 6th floor of building G Kindai
University’s main campus. Professor
Okamoto is conducting research on zombie
studies, and his laboratory was stocked with
zombie-related books, many comic books,
and game mashies. He is also known as a
virtual YouTuber called Mr. Zombie. Kindai
Times asked Professor Okamoto about his
wide-ranging activities.

Zombie studies does not confirm the
existence of zombies in the real world.
Actually, what role does the existence of
such phenomenon such as zombies, which
appear in various games, comics, and
movies play for humans? Why were
zombies created from human imagination?
Or what role do zombies play in places like

a theme parks. Zombie studies is a field that
looks into these matters.

When we asked Professor Okamoto
what made him happy through his research
on zombie studies he said, “The work that I
put my heart and soul into is reaching
someone, then connecting with them, and as
a result learning new things.” In fact,
Professor Okamoto's work on Mr. Zombie's
activities and the publication of his books
are said to have been the result of such
connections.

When I asked Professor Okamoto what
he would like to convey to Kindai
University students, he said, "When
something happens in front of you, I want
students to search for the good points
instead of issuing blame."

B
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Mr. Okamoto playing games

THE GARAGE .« v

On Wednesday, July 13, Kindai Times
visited Academic Theater’s The Garage in
Building 6 on Kindai University’s
Higashiosaka main campus. The Garage
opened in 2021 as a place to promote
manufacturing skills. Today, The Garage is
used by students and about 30 companies. In
the future, it aims to expand to 70

companies.
Kindai Times interviewed Masato
Nagai, manager of The Garage, and

Hiroyuki Yamamoto, head of the Academic
Theater student center. Mr.Yamamoto said,
“ want students to  experience
manufacturing as a traditional Japanese
endeavor. In particular, one of our goals is
for users to get a feel for using both analog
and digital tools.

Also, this facility is a space where
companies and student can exchange
information about production and process.
Mr. Nagai said, “Our strength is that

Scenery of The Garage

Digital machinery

companies and student can work together
through manufacturing, so students can
learn about companies. I’'m happy if this
facility can help students find employment.”
In fact, Kindai Mask which is face shield
invented by Kindai’s students is the result of
such collaboration.

If you are a Kindai student, you can use
this facility freely, and you can start
manufacturing without any previous
knowledge. Mr. Yamamoto said, “I want to
encourage more people to use the facility by
making access easier. It is our hope the The
Garage will help to manufacture a better
future.”
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Insect food from Kindai University .« s

From August 18 to August 23,2022.
Kazuki Shimizu, a Kindai university four-
year student, held Insect food's POP UP in
Nanbamarui. Currently, he is the director of
the Insect Food Department for NEXT
NEW WORLD Co.Ltd and is leading the
project, NEXT GENERATION FOOD at
Kindai University Academic Theater. Mr.
Shimizu is also active on SNS sites.

When Mr. Shimizu was a Kindai
University junior and senior high school
student, he took an interest in insect food
because his teacher introduced him to locust
tsukudani. Since then he has eaten a variety
of insects found in the forest.

Recently, due to population growth,
insect food is attracting attention as a
solution the food crisis in the world.
Mr.shimizu said “our planet is limited, so if
the population continues to increase, it may
be difficult to feed everyone. Therefore, in
order to secure enough protein, we must
change our way of life”. In addition, he said
“insect food is known to many people
around the world. But it has yat to become
established as a common global food source.

Finally, Mr.Shimizu gave a message to
kindai students “My interest in insects

started only as a hobby. but it luckily
changed to become an important part of my
life. However, in truthfulness, it was
difficult to achieve my goal. So, I think that
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My. Shimizu has honeycomb.

success can happen when you lean to
proceed step by step. Mr.shimizu concluded
the interview by giving the warning. “You
should never eat a raw insect”.

Kindai Big War by Y. Munekawa

From Monday August 8 to Tuesday
August 9, the music event "Kindai Big War"
was held at the live house Shinsaibashi
Muse. "Kindai Big War" is a large-scale
event organized by the circle Orange Days,
a Kindai band, in which clubs and other
circles gather to perform their music.

The top performer on the first day was a
copy band of Ringo Shiina from Orange
Days. Their powerful singing and
performance transformed the atmosphere of
the venue at once. This was followed by a
wide variety of performances by circles
from the Higashi-Osaka campus, including
Zero no Hakken and Blue Mountain, as well
as circles from the Nara campus.

On the second day, a copy band of THE
ORAL CIGARETTES performed. The
audience went wild over the power and
perfection of their performance, and it was
as if the original artists themselves were
standing right there. The last band to
perform was Orange Days, who once again
drew the entire audience in with their energy
and skills.

A representative of Orange Days said to
Kindai Times that, "By holding this
traditional event, which had been

interrupted in COVID-19, and being
prepared to go bankrupt, we wanted to
create an opportunity to engage with various
people beyond the circle. We took a lot of

Concert performance at “Kindai Big War”

risks, but I am glad we held this event."
Inviting bands from other campuses was no
easy task, but with the help of their seniors,
they were able to make it a success.
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The Junior College
Department Student Association ., c.

On Friday, July 15, Kindai Times visited
the Junior College Student Association in
Building 21 at Kindai University’s main
campus. During our visit we had a chance to
learn a bit about the purpose and role of the
Junior College.

One feature of the Junior College is that
classes start at noon. This allows many of
the 180 students to work in the morning and
study in the afternoon. As the name
suggests, the Junior College is a two-year
program, however, half of the graduates
eventually transfer to four-year universities
mostly within the same institution, but those
who go to other universities are known as
“sannkinnkouryu”. Of most importance, is
the fact that over half of students find
employment. This is in part related to the

internship for
sophomores.

The Junior College Student Association
supports KBS, which sponsors sports
events, and holds a haunted house at the
school festival “/koma sai”. As a part of the
organization projects, the Deans' meeting
advised the addition of an elevator to
Building 21. One student said, “I think that
the Junior College Student Association is a
getting on group because its membership is
limited to only first, and second year
students. Currently, the Junior College
Student Association has about 20 members,
accounting for as one ninth of the student
body.

The Junior College has many differences
compared to other departments, but if you

program  designed

have a chance, please come and participate
in some of its events so you can interact with
some Junior college students. They are
studying at the Junior College for various
reasons, so you might hear some interesting
stories.

Vice chairman; Bunno Yusei
and event director; Syougo Ogawa

The New Attraction of Kindai
“Kindai University Central Library” ...

On July 22, we visited the Kindai
University Central Library. It moved to
Building ten from the old main building
renovations were completed in March. The
new library has an open-shelf collection of
works that is three times larger than the
previous library.

A unique feature of The New Central
Library is that the 1*t and the 10" floor share
the common design theme of nature and grid
bookshelf. For user to feel at ease,
bookshelves are decorated with LED and
artificial flowers.

The entrance is on the 1% floor and useful
information for users is provided there. The
Central Library staffs has created sections

Special exhibitions

for recommended books, new books,
valuable books and so on. A special
exhibition related to some books is also held
there. On the 10" floor, sofas desks and
cushions are provided, which makes for a
comfortable  reading and  studying
environment.

Oka-san of The Central Library said that
the number of students who do not read
books is increasing year by year, so she
hopes students will take advantage of this
special learning environment and enjoy
space surrounded by books. When Kindai
Times visited Central Library, the seats were
filled, including on the 10* floor, so it seems
that the renovation is a success.

Open-shelf collections

For people who have not used this useful
facility for the past two years because of
COVID-19, why don’t you stop in and
experience the new Kindai University
Central Library.
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