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Kindai University Entrance Ceremony 2026 s

On April 4, Kindai University held its
entrance ceremony at the Memorial Hall.

The ceremony opened with a
performance by KINDAI WELCOMES.
The audience was thrilled by the appearance
of surprise guests Seiya of Shimofuri Myojo
and Nadal of Korokoro Chikichiki Peppers.
Tsunkud was unable to attend due to illness,
but he sent a message to the new students.

In his congratulatory message, Tsunkud
emphasized the importance of “simply
staying energetic” as the “one thing
necessary for happiness.” He stated that “as
long as you have energy, you can continue
moving forward.” He encouraged students
to value both their physical and mental well-
being. He also emphasized the importance
of living true to oneself, saying that “the
answers lie in the things you want to do, the
things you like, and the things you enjoy.”
Toward the end of his message, Tsunkud
stated, “Even if you fail, you can still move
forward. If you get tired, take a short rest and
continue. If you lose your way, go back a

little and move forward again.” His message
strongly encouraged the new students to
continue taking on challenges with a
positive attitude.

During a press interview afterward,
Seiya was asked to share a message for the
new students. He expressed his hope that
they would “take life seriously in a good
way while enjoying themselves to the
fullest,” and offered the words, “Someday,
play will prove its worth.” Nadal also
referred to the word “energy,” which
Tsunkud had given to the new students. He
commented, “Energy is important, but
manners are also necessary,” and jokingly
spoke about younger students calling him
simply “Nadal” instead of “Nadal-san.”

As Kindai University welcomes a new
generation of students, attention is focused
on what kind of changes their fresh
perspectives and energy will bring to the
university in the years ahead.
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Kindai University 2025 Graduation Ceremony Report v, uviumne

On March 21, 2026, the graduation
ceremony for the Class of 2025 took place
at Memorial Hall on Kindai University’s
Higashiosaka Campus. This year, 8,653
students graduated from all campuses,
including 6,565 from the Higashiosaka
Campus. Kindai Times covered the
ceremony, which was full of excitement.

In the first half, President Itaru
Matsumura gave a speech. He spoke to the

graduates who are about to enter a fast-
changing world. He talked about the
university’s founding spirit: “Practical
Education”and “Character Building.” He
encouraged them, saying, “I hope you will
use what you learned here to help society
and become people who are loved and
trusted.” After that, awards were given to
students who accomplished great things,
such as Ageha Tanigawa (swimming), who
went to the Paris Olympics, and Ryusei
Nishioka (trampoline). At the end of the
ceremony, there was a huge surprise for the
graduates. Shingo Murakami from the

popular idol group “ SUPER EIGHT”

appeared on stage. Because he was a secret
guest, the students didn’t know he was

coming. The hall was quiet for a moment,
and then everyone cheered loudly.

Mr. Murakami is not only a TV star, but
also a businessman who works for a farming
company called “NOTAS.” He even made a
virtual talent called “Al Shingo” based on
himself. He is always trying new things in
entertainment. In his speech, Mr. Murakami
gave a warm message: “Being ‘ordinary’ is
not a bad thing. ” He talked about his own
life in show business, where everyone is
very unique. He said, “Everyone around me
was so special, so I could only do ‘ordinary’
things. But because I was ordinary, I could
speak to many people in a simple and clear
way.” He told the graduates not to try too
hard to be special. Instead, he said they
should value their own ‘ordinary’ feelings as
they start working.

Many students worry about entering the
real world. But Mr. Murakami’s honest
words, “society is not that bad” surely made
them feel better and gave them courage.

Finally, everyone sang the school song
together, and the ceremony ended with great
emotion. We truly hope all 8,653 graduates
will have a bright future, using the great
experiences they got at Kindai University.

Graduates

Practical Education= 3225
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Toward a world free from dependence on underground resources. The era of

“Air Gold”pioneered by the innovative material “MQOFSs’’byr Mitsuoka

On December 24, 2025, a commemorative lecture delivered by
Susumu Kitagawa, the 2025 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry and a
professor at Kyoto University, was held in November Hall. Professor
Kitagawa’s visit to our university was motivated by his deep
connection to the institution, having taught in the Faculty of Science
and Engineering for 13 years. In his lecture, he discussed the
properties of the porous materials known as “MOFs” (Metal-Organic
Frameworks), which were the primary reason for his award, and he
provided some background that led to this concept. This article is a
transcript of that lecture.

Gases are a familiar part of our daily lives, yet humanity has not
yet been able to control them at will. Currently, humanity relies on
underground resources such as fossil fuels for the majority of its
energy. However, underground resources are finite and will eventually
be depleted; moreover, the uneven distribution of these resources
divides the international community. For countries like Japan, which
possess technological capabilities but lack natural resources, import
costs are passed on to product prices, contributing to a decline in
competitiveness.

As a research vision to fundamentally resolve this issue, Professor
Kitagawa advocates for “a world that does not rely on underground
resources.” If CO: can be separated and stored, it would help combat
global warming; if hydrogen in the air can be captured and converted
into fuel, it would provide a solution to energy problems. However,
gases diffuse easily and are extremely difficult to handle.

This is why he focused on “materials with tiny holes” at the
nanoscale—namely, porous materials. He argues that using these
materials makes it possible to separate, concentrate, and store gases,
as well as convert them into useful substances, thereby potentially
solving global- scale challenges.

While porous materials themselves are familiar —such as
activated carbon— it has traditionally been difficult to achieve
efficient gas separation or conversion using low energy. MOFs are the
innovative materials that have broken through this barrier.

Its surface area is equivalent to that of a soccer field (4,000-6,000
m?) per gram, far exceeding that of other porous materials.

MOFs have a mesh-like structure resembling a jungle gym,
formed by linking metal ions and organic molecules. When he first
began his research, few people understood its significance, but in
1989, while teaching at Kindai University, a single remark from a
student— ‘“Professor, there’s a hole here”—led him to discover a
honeycomb structure with evenly spaced holes, and he intuitively
recognized its importance.

Subsequently, a study published by Kitagawa in 1997
demonstrated the existence of structurally stable skeletons containing
countless pores, which accelerated the race to develop porous
materials.

What Dr. Kitagawa has developed is a flexible “third-generation
MOF (soft porous material).”

Even if the pores are smaller than the target molecules, the
material itself can alter its structure to precisely capture only specific
molecules. By applying this property to capture specific gases from
the air and produce fertilizers or fuels, we can achieve carbon
neutrality—where combustion simply returns what was originally in
the air—and build a sustainable, circular society.

MOFs are already being applied across a wide range of industries,

ot PR INDA

UNIVERSITY

KIND/

UNIVERSI

‘KlNDAI

UNIVERSITY

KIND,

UNIVERS|

Dr. Kitagawa
and numerous startups are emerging worldwide.

Humanity’s energy sources have evolved from coal to oil and
natural gas. In light of this trend, Mr. Kitagawa emphasized that
in today’s world, where gas plays a central role, MOFs are at the

core of this transformation. Now that we can freely control
gases and create useful resources from the air, we are truly in the
era of “Air Gold.”

Finally, he expressed his deep gratitude to everyone who had
contributed to the research and concluded the commemorative
lecture.

Nobel Lecture@Aula Magna, Stockholm University

Scene from the lecture
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Osaka Science Museum .......

In an age when almost any information can
be obtained through the internet and social
media, what is the value of actually visiting a
science museum? Osaka Science Museum, which
promotes “the cultivation of a culture that enjoys
science,” continues to attract visitors from a wide
range of generations. Through exhibitions
covering diverse fields such as astronomy,
physics, and chemistry, the museum offers
visitors both the “scientific perspective” needed
to navigate an age of information overload and
the “pure excitement of encountering real
phenomena.”

The museum focuses on several major
themes, including astronomy, physics, chemistry,
meteorology, and the history of science. In
addition to elementary school field trips, the
museum is lively on weekends with families and
couples. Its well-known planetarium holds
multiple shows throughout the day, and each time
slot features a different program, ensuring that
visitors never grow bored.

One of the showroom’s greatest attractions is
the large number of hands-on exhibits that allow
visitors to “learn by touching.” Some displays
enable visitors to physically experience
phenomena such as the conversion of their own
movement into energy, allowing them to feel real
scientific processes firsthand. Among the most
popular attractions is the science show, where

concepts that are difficult to grasp through
intuition alone are demonstrated right in front of
the audience. Through surprise and direct
observation, visitors can better understand the
principles behind scientific laws.

At the same time, the museum is also known
for its extensive collection of materials and
historical exhibits, not only for its interactive
displays. According to curator Kimura, who
kindly agreed to be interviewed, there are two
materials that he personally recommends.

One is an exhibition about KAGRA, a
gravitational wave observatory in Japan. The
display introduces cutting-edge research that
observes large-scale cosmic phenomena. The
other is Prussian blue. Although it is presented as
a display in the museum, its scientific history is
particularly fascinating. The story of how the
pigment was accidentally discovered and later
influenced art is something visitors are
encouraged to explore further.

Finally, Kimura emphasizes that the museum
aims not only to cultivate the ability to recognize
misinformation, but also to help people simply
enjoy the fascination of science itself. In a world
overflowing with information, the ability to
understand science has become increasingly
important. The Osaka Science Museum provides
aplace where visitors can experience both the joy
of science and the ability to think scientifically.

Exhibitions of the rocket

s

KAGRA on display

The Spirit of “Never Give Up”
A Dream Carried by a Rickshaw ...

Mr. Seko’s passion. Hopefully, you will
understand the importance of our school’s
founder, Koichi Seko, who wanted to help *
anyone who had the desire to study.”

There is a building called “Futokan”at
Kindai University. Its name comes from the
life of the founder, Koichi Seko. He was
known as a “challenger who never gave up”
even in very hard times.

When he was young, he was very poor.
In order to make money to pay for school,
he pulled a rickshaw. Even though he was
poor and had to work, he studied very hard
and never wasted a spare minute. It was
difficult, but he finally reached his dream of
going to university.

The most important thing in Futokan is a
real rickshaw. A staff member said, &quot;]
want students to see this and feel Mr. Seko’s
strong spirit, and that he never gave up on
his dreams.”

The staff also has a message for students:
&quot; You may not know much about your

school’s history. But here, you can feel

“Futokan” nn di<nlavs
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Yakitori Maikichi ...

Kindai Times visited “Maikichi,” a
takeout-only yakitori restaurant located
about 120 meters from the West Gate.

The owner, Kenji, started his yakitori
business as a mobile vendor in 2009 and
opened his current shop in the student
district in 2013. He now operates two
locations and is eager to expand further.

The restaurant is open from 11:00 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. for lunch, offering only rice
bowls, and from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. for
dinner, serving both yakitori and rice bowls
for takeout.

The customer base is evenly split
between students and local residents,
attracting a wide range of people of all ages.
Since chicken has relatively few religious
restrictions, the restaurant is also popular
among international customers.

In addition to the signature “Maikichi
Bowl,” popular menu items include yakitori
skewers such as chicken thigh, negima, and
seseri. The owner’s recommendation is the
“Pork Negi Salt Mayo Bowl.” At lunchtime,
the restaurant can serve up to 100 customers,
yet they maintain a style of grilling each
order fresh over charcoal, carefully bringing
out the rich flavor and aroma.

Kenji says, “There were difficult times
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and rising

prices, but I have continued because I want
to serve warm, freshly made food.” He also
adds that he finds the greatest satisfaction
when sales increase.

Yakitori is also considered lucky in f

sumo, as chickens do not use their hands
when they move, symbolizing victory.
“Asanoyama”, the professional sumo
wrestler and Kindai graduate, has visited the
shop. His visit has prompted some students
to buy yakitori as a good-luck charm before
exams—creating a unique culture in this
student town.

Deeply rooted in the local community,
“Maikichi” continues to be loved by many.
Its appeal lies not only in its delicious food
but also in the warmth and passion of its
owner. Further growth of the business is
highly anticipated.

Yakitori

Maikichi exterior

KANAU?” the shop connecting person and society v, s

The charity shop “KANAU”, in Ikuno
Ward, Osaka City, gathers donations from
people such as clothing and miscellaneous
goods that are no longer needed. The shop
uses its sales to help society by giving to
programs for international cooperation,
providing support for disaster areas, and
contributing to community welfare support.
The shop serves as a bridge to connect
people and society.

Yosuke Aoki, the shop owner of
“KANAU” started to manage this shop
because of his experience of running a
bazaar at JAFS (Japan Asian Association
&amp; Asian Friendship Society). The shop
is now 10 years old and is continuing to
grow. Mr. Aoki said, “The donations and the
number of customers are continuing to
increase compared to the opening of the
shop. Also, the shop’s connection with
volunteers is strengthening.” However, he
did mention that he faced the new issue of
labor shortage.

Currently, “KANAU” is operated by
some volunteers who fit their time into the
schedule on a case-by-case basis. So, it is

not unusual for Mr. Aoki to work alone in
the shop. For the continuous operation of the
shop, securing human resources is a big
issue. “I hope this shop will continue for

another two decades, three decades, four ..==

decades, or more. But I don’t know how

long I can work under the -current
circumstances. So, my goal is to recruit
volunteer staff who will carry my vision
on.” Aoki says. He is putting more effort
into recruiting volunteers, and not only
gathering donations. In addition, he is
thinking about creating events to give an
experience of working as a volunteer for
university intern students. Mr. Aoki says,

“There may be a lot of people having |
something they want to do, just because |

there is no opportunity. So, our goal is to
provide students with a place where they can
challenge themselves without fear.”

“KANAU” is a special place where you

can experience firsthand the feeling of
connecting to society. Why don’t you stop
by and check out a place that gives more
than it takes!

Kanau store
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JOIN US!

English Press Society

Clubroom: The first floor in Building 22-D

Open: Friday
12:30 ~ 18:15

We hold our editorial meetings every Friday.

If you want to
+ experience media,
+ practice English,
+ build your job resume, and
+ belong to a fun club
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