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英語（１） 
 

以下の文を和訳せよ。 

Japan’s contribution to world-class research continues to decline, despite having one of 

the world’s largest research communities. Japan ranks third globally in the total number of 

researchers, following China and the United States. However, this workforce is not 

producing the same level of high-impact research as it was two decades ago. Japan’s global 

share of research papers in the top 10% of most-cited articles has slipped from 6% to 2%, 

intensifying concerns in Japan about its dwindling international standing. The rest of the 

world has overtaken Japan in terms of quality research output. Japanese researchers haven’t 

become less productive. But the research environment in other countries has improved so 

much over the past few decades. 

Some of the decline might be attributable to funding. The 2023 report shows that 

research spending in the university sector has grown by roughly 80% in the United States 

and Germany, and 40% in France, has quadrupled in South Korea and has increased more 

than tenfold in China over the past two decades. By contrast, Japan’s spending has 

increased by 10%. 

However, even if researchers receive more funding, producing high-impact research 

might still be challenging, because Japanese scientists have less time for actual research. 

According to a 2020 analysis, the proportion of time that university researchers dedicated 

to science decreased from 47% to 33% between 2002 and 2018. University researchers are 

increasingly expected to take on diverse roles in teaching, industry collaborations and 

community engagement. In medicine, junior researchers are dedicating more time to 

clinical duties to maintain hospital revenue. While there are benefits to universities 

contributing to the wider society in diverse ways, it limits the time available for research. 

・この部分は、著作権の関係により掲載ができません。 
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得点           

解答例： 

著作権の関係、並びに良問をプールして定期的に同じ問題を出題している関係から、解答

例についても非公表とします 

出題意図： 

医学・生物学に関連する英文の読解力を問うています。問題の文章は 270 単語程度の英文

であり、標準的な医学・生物学の教科書、或いは医学・生物学に関する一般的な新聞記事や

出版物からの抜粋、又はそれらと同程度の難解度となる文章を用いています。尚、受験生の

専門性による不公平が生じないように、試験時に辞書の持ち込みを認めています。 


